Failure of percutaneous closure of prosthetic, aortic paravalvular leak.
We report the progression of aortic insufficiency after percutaneous closure of an aortic prosthesis paravalvular leak with the Amplatzer vascular plug (AGA Inc, Golden Valley, MN). Removal of the device and replacement of the aortic prosthesis was successfully performed. Based on operative findings, we hypothesize that shape mismatch between the occluder system and the leak might promote tearing at the end of slanted defects further enhancing the regurgitant area.